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and also threw away his wig which had stuck to it.
No one noticed the partially bald head which this heroic
action discovered except "Pauline" and the convul-
sions of laughter into which she was thrown by the
sight of his bared pate were accepted by the audience
as an admirable expression of natural hysteria. All
would have gone well, but poor Haviland, feeling an
unaccustomed coolness upon his uncovered cranium,
and guessing from "Pauline's" hysterical transports
that something had happened, unwisely put up his
hand to his head and his horror at finding his wig gone
communicated itself to the audience. Even then, how-
ever, they would have accepted his lack of the curling
locks with which they had by now associated him as
a somewhat eccentric conception perhaps of the ravages
of grief. But unfortunately the agony of his look, as
he searched the stage for the missing wig, caught their
eye, and when they observed that he was making
opportunities for furtively kicking something into the
wing, their interest was thoroughly aroused. Titters
became audible; his strange movements were now
closely watched; and when they saw him dribbling the
wretched thing into the prompt entrance and dis-
appearing after it, curiosity was on tiptoe; finally when
he emerged with the indecent nudity of his pate once
more concealed by full and flowing locks he was greeted
with a roar of laughter.
Even the ears of an audience will accept strange
nonsense if the words are spoken with conviction.
When playing 'Salarino' in the Merchant of Venice I
had to say:
"O, ten times faster Venus' pigeons fly
To seal love's bonds new made, than they are wont
To keep obliged faith unforfeited."
One evening I completely lost the thread of these
inconsequent words and had to improvise sounds to
something this effect: